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YOUR APPLICATION
One thing that might seem obvious is you need to have 
successfully completed your application to the Pride event 
you wish to attend. All the Pride organisations have 
di!erent requirements so remember to request the 
registration pack and carefully read it before jumping in. 
Visit https://www.theclearidea.com/paradefloats to find a 
list of Pride dates, locations, website and contact details.
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THOSE ON BOARD
A key question is what experience do you want your guests 
to have during the parade? Do they want to be interacting 
with the public lining the route or dancing on the top deck 
of a float? You also need to think about how many people 
will want to take part and choose a float that adequately 
accommodates this number.
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YOUR DRIVER(S)
Your driver is an absolutely key component of event day. 
Drivers are very strictly regulated by law as to how many 
hours a day they can drive. Pride planners need to take 
into account not just how many hours the event will last 
but the time it will take for the float to get to the start 
location and how long it will take to get back to the depot 
(not the end of the Pride as the driver needs to get back 
home!). You may need to consider having a second driver 
(some Pride organisers state two drivers are mandatory in 
case of illness). If the Pride location is in the North of 
England, Ireland, Scotland our drivers will need to travel to 
the city the day before the event and find accommodation 
which will also accommodate the truck.
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ELECTRIC ITEMS
What type of electric items do you wish to have on board 
and what are their power requirements? Most companies 
want to have a sound system and at least a play-list (or 
even a DJ with decks). If you wish to incorporate LED 
screens then these need to be installed in advance. 
Remember, Pride season is busy and sound systems, DJs 
are in high demand. Book early.
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POWERING THE FLOAT
You will definitely need a generator to power the electrical 
items on board. If you want to test your equipment then 
you will need to hire the generator at least 24 hours before 
you need it. You might also want the insurance policy of a 
back-up generator. It adds to the budget but for a few 
more pounds it might be worth it. Most generators are 
very heavy. Please be aware it isn’t something that can be 
easily lifted on and o! a truck.
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WHEEL STEWARDS
You will need wheel stewards – this is mandatory. Wheel 
stewards stand in front of the truck and prevent on-
lookers from accidentally getting struck by the truck as it 
moves through the parade. Most Prides require 4 wheel 
stewards per float
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ATTACHING YOUR BANNERS 
(AND DECORATING YOUR FLOAT)

You should do as much float decoration as possible in the 
run-up to the Pride day. Most companies that decorate the 
truck need at least 24 hours to make it Pride-ready. One 
thing you should never do (and we know this from 
experience!) is attach the float banners to the vehicle 
before it arrives at the Pride start as at ‘normal’ speeds the 
wind can tear the banners from the frame of the truck. 
Always attach them once you’ve arrived.
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UNLOAD 
YOUR 
FLOAT

For your float attendees at the end of the parade the 
party moves elsewhere. This isn’t the case for the parade 
planner. They need to have an unloading plan. On board 
the float there may well be promotional brochures, 
speakers, DJ decks, banners, generators and many other 
items. A well-prepared plan takes into account what 
happens next – perhaps there is an unloading location en 
route to the truck depot (be aware your driver might be 
running out of hours by this point) or perhaps on Monday 
after the parade the float is emptied. There are several 
options but there needs to be a plan in advance. 
Remember, if you are hiring equipment the longer you 
take to unload the more costly the hire.
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STRETCHING THE BUDGET
For companies on a budget there are lots of ways to save 
money. Decorating the float yourself, producing and 
installing your own materials can all help stretch the 
budget further. You can also reuse your materials from the 
previous year (don’t throw away things that can be 
reused). The only place you really shouldn’t aim to save 
money is with your driver. They must hold the correct 
licence for the float being used and under no circumstance 
should a Pride organiser ask their driver to drive illegally. 
This is an imprisonable o!ence.
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If you need assistance creating an 
awesome float for Pride season, then 
please contact our London o!ce at 

enquiries@theclearidea.com or call our 
London o!ce on 00 44 (0)203 191 6200.

https://www.theclearidea.com/paradefloats

mailto:enquiries@theclearidea.com


Are you thinking of getting involved 
in a pride event this summer? It’s the 
perfect way to promote your brand 
and for your employees and 
colleagues to have an amazing day!

Below we’ve put together some 
details of the coolest events taking 
place in Europe this summer.

Berlin
July 26 - 28
http://www.gayberlin4u.com
info@gayberlin4u.com

Amsterdam
July 27 – August 4
http://www.pride.amsterdam
info@amsterdamgaypride.org

Brighton
August 3 - 4
http://www.brighton-pride.org
support@brighton-pride.org

Manchester
Aug 23 - 26
http://www.manchesterpride.com
info@manchesterpride.com

Brussels
May 15 - 18
http://www.pride.be
info@pride.be

Dublin
June 20 - 29
http://www.dublinpride.ie
info@dublinpride.ie

Paris
June 29
http://www.gaypride.fr
info@gaypride.fr

London
July 6
http://www.prideinlondon.org
info@londonpride.org

Glasgow
July 13 - 15
http://www.pride.scot
enquiries@festival.pride.scot


