8 Key Considerations
When Designing Your
Automotive Showcase.

Over the years we’ve helped automotive brands take their
cars to the people across the globe. There’s never been a
better time to engage customers in their own playgrounds
and take a proactive approach to product launches and
lead generation beyond the traditional showroom.
At The Clear Idea we pride ourselves on creating the most
beautiful automotive showcases that truly reflect the
personality of the brand on display. There’s so many
options available whichever road you decide to go down.
Here are the top 8 things to think about when designing
your automotive showcase.

1. Speed of set-up
The amount of time available to set-up is a key consideration. If
you are planning on changing location every day, then you need
something which is ‘plug and play’. This means you need
something nimble and ready to go so you can hit the ground
running. If time isn’t an issue then you may consider larger
structures, perhaps even something modular that fits together to
create a super-structure.

https://vimeo.com/306001240
Click here to watch ‘Porsche In Motion' in action
(Courtesy of Porsche Cars Australia) >

2. Man-power required to set up
If you’re looking to keep costs down when you’re on the road then
you need to have something that can be operated by one person
(at most two). This means there’s minimal lifting involved. If you
still want to have items moving (for example a raising roof or
expanding floor) then you should look at having integrated
hydraulic systems that can be operated by one person which
takes care of the heavy duty work. Remember, drivers require
accommodation and per diems as well as wages so every person
can add a significant amount to the cost of a roadshow if you’re
going to be on the road for a while.
Click here watch the setup video of the structure on the right >
https://vimeo.com/311478775

3. Logistics required to move structure
Some structures require external cranes and fork-lifts to be lifted
from a transporter on to the ground not to mention a fleet of
vehicles to get them to the venue. These structures require a lot of
pre-planning and organisation not to mention a detailed Health
& Safety procedure. If you’re accessing places where getting in
these third-party services might be difficult you may be better
with a structure that is self-sufficient.

https://vimeo.com/
Click here watch the setup video of
229113518
the structure on the right >

4. Integrated engine / transported by any truck
The world of transportation is pretty homogenous in order
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5. On the ground / up some stairs
Another key consideration is how important is it for the structure to be on / very close to the
ground? Some showcases moved on HGVs can be demounted on the floor – this generally adds
costs to the design and manufacture and also to the set up time on site. Other showcases can
remain on the chassis of the HGV. This means the floor of the structure is raised about a metre
off the ground but it removes the problem of getting the display off the truck and onto the floor.
A good compromise solution is to use a trailer which can be towed by a 4x4 and once
positioned can be lowered nearly to ground level. The compromise with this solution is that
there is a 3.5 tonne weight limit and 7 metre maximum length on trailers being towed.

6. Car or No Car? And unloading regularity.
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7. Space requirement – Inside or Outside?
Knowing what you want to display will determine your

enclosed with an integrated temperature control

showcase options. But you also need to know where you

system. If you need a big space then you need a

will be as this plays a huge role in how you can create your

modular design.

space.
If the temperature is less hostile but you would like a
Will your display environment be inside or open to the

large footprint you can expand the footprint of the

elements? If you will be operating outside in conditions

display with awnings and sunshades that create an

that are either very cold or very hot you may want to try

open-plan design whilst also offering protection from

and regulate the environment for the members of the

the sun.

public. This would mean your displays needs to be

8. Cost
And last but not least, an important consideration is budget. In
our eyes this isn’t the most important consideration. Budget
should really be a function of requirement. Obviously certain
design features add to the cost. From an engineering perspective
with enough money anything is usually possible. If you don’t
have the luxury of a huge budget you can still have a stunning
showcase, it just might mean you need to compromise on
another aspect of the design. Our most stunning designs are
usually not the most expensive.

Thanks for reading our guide how to on create your
perfect automotive structure.
We recommend giving each consideration a score
from 1 – 10 (1 being ‘unimportant’ and 10 being
‘absolutely critical’) to help guide your thinking in
terms of what is going to best suit your needs.
Obviously the laws differ depending on which country
you are in. This is turn may affect your options. If
you’d like clarification on what’s legal where you are,
we’d be happy to assist.
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www.theclearidea.com
If you need assistance please contact our London office at
enquiries@theclearidea.com or call 00 44 (0)203 191 6200.

